LATER   MEDIAEVAL   WARS
power drove the freedom-loving nobility to seek life
and liberty on the seas. Others again stress the
importance of the conquest of Frisia by the Franks
(A.D. 734-785); for the Frisians had been great sea-
men, and the destruction of their naval power left
the North Sea open to miscellaneous piracy. But
of all the many possible causes the one that seems
most probable and prominent is the cause of religion.
The Vikings were worshippers of Odin and Thor.
Their main fury fell upon monasteries and churches.
The chronicles that record their raids commonly
speak of them as 'the pagan host/ Their incursions
thus constitute the last pagan attack upon Christian-
ity, as well as the last barbarian assault upon the
Roman Empire. From the religious point of view,
the immediate incitement to their assault was Charle-
magne's sanguinary conquest and conversion of the
Saxons. Such of the Saxons as were resolved to
avoid subjugation and compulsory baptism fled
across the River Eider into Denmark and stirred up
their co-religionists to berserk fury.
The Prankish realm of Charlemagne and his suc-
cessors, of course, had to meet the first impact of the
new invaders. Charlemagne himself had to drive
them back across the Eider (A.D. 808) and, later, to
clear them out of Frisia; but it was not until after
the partition of A.D. 843 that their worst depreda-
tions took place. The Middle Kingdom (Lothar-
ingia) suffered most; within forty years of the
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